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but I'd gin up tryin’ todo that long
ago—'twant no kind o’ use.
So that’s how ’twas when I got

. | Minty's letter. I’d turned the matter

over in my mind & good deal, and I'd
come to the decision that sometime
and pooty soon, too, that coal man
and me would have a reckonin’ h—
gether.

And now, here was a good chance
to go and hunt himup. So I got
myself ready’s quick’s I could, and
went along.

Minty met me to the depot, and the
fust words she said was:

‘‘Aunt Ruth! what nnder the cano-
py is the matter with ye? You look
as if you'd had a fit of sickness!
You look asif you’d had a fit of sick-

m‘ *
ness! Have.ye ben sick?

**No, Minty, I hain’t,”’ says I,*‘but

wearin' as sickness,’’

“‘For pity's sake,”’ says'she ; ‘‘what
do you mean?” And then I told her.
A Its thet voul man that's wearin’
me away to a shadder, and nothin'
else,” sags I. | ““It's quiet up homie;
ye know, and likely enoughmy mind’s
dwelt on the subjeet more’n what's
ressonable or nateral, 'T’any rate,
all Y've done lately, is jest ter think,

think—night and day—about how I
cheated that spoor feller. And now
I've come down to Boston, and I"'m
goin’-to find him-and hev a settlement
with him, if ‘it costs fifty dollars!”
says I; “‘and you’ve got ter promise
to kielp me, too, or else I'll go an’ git
somebody that will,”’ says L.

‘‘Cheer up,’’ says she, ‘‘we’ll have
|that old-fashioned conscience o’ yourn
outer misery in no time. The coal
man-shall be found if we have to tun
Boston inside out and hindside afore,
to do it,"” says she.

Minty’s better for me than a bottle
0’ medicing, afiy day, and she chip-
pered merightup ; so’t I felt more
like myself than I had for =

yer |revived Jjest to look into her face.
And speakin’ of y, let me: tell

there’s other trombles in this world as | S

Minty laughed and hugged me over |,

while. Nobody couldn’t help feelin’.

ealmly, and says she: ‘‘How very
peculiarI"” T was awful mad!

If she’d jawed and scolded I
wouldn't & eared, bat to have her
treat wme’s’ if I wos & menagery or
some sort of a curiosity—I couldn’t
stand it nohow.
‘*‘Madam,’* says I, ‘“p'raps you'd
be ‘peculiar’ yourself if you had a
whole city full ¢’ coal men to look
arter!'” says L

She only stared the more insultin’

there as if she’s paralized; I doumne
but what she stands there yit—I don't
care a snap if she does.

But that w’a’'nt a circumstance to
what I come teu another time,

Minty and I went one afternoon to
a concert to the Music Hall We
thought it would rest us and do us
good, and anybody’d think that I
wouldn’t be such a fool as to look for
acoal man there; but I sot through
the first half o’ the concert—the mu-
sic w'a’nt very interesting to me—
too high-toned I ’spose. I don’t like
this helter skelter music ; I like some-
thin’ with a tune to it, if it’s no more
than ““Yanky Doodle.”” Wall, as I
was & gayin’, I didn"t feel interested
mthammc,andnolgot ter thinkin’
and wonderin’ about my coal man;
when all to once a man right in front
on us had a little coughin’ spell, and
turned his head ’round so’t I eould
see his face ; I grabbed Minty’s arm.

“Minty!”” I whispered, ‘‘there’s
my man—there!”’

She looked whare ‘I pinted, and
says she: * ““Aunt - Ruth, you're
| that man is a gentleman; he
looks like a Beacon Street swell! Do
be quiet!’’ says she. ' '

“‘I can’t help that,”” says I. ‘‘He's
the feller I rid on the coal cart with,
or less he’s a twin, and I’m goin’ ter
gpeak to him after this show is over,
sure’s my name is Ruth!"”

“How foolish,” sass Minty. ‘It
is not very likely that coal men make
a bizness 0’ washing up and putting
on their white kid gloves, and going
to coneerts right in the middle of the
.] ‘ky.n

But there I sot and looked at him,

and the more L looked the more sar-
tin I grew that he was the very man.
Every feature in his face looked nat-
ural.
“Who knows but that he’s had =
J|fortune left to him,” says I ter my-
self. ‘“‘Stranger things have happen-
ed-'l

So when the concert was over, I
jest pushed my way along side on
him, and laid my hand on his arm.

‘‘Excuse me, sir,’’ says I, all of a
tremble, ‘‘but ain’t you the coal man
that kerried me to the depot one day
*bout Christmas time last year?"’

The man drew back a little, and
| 16oked at me serious and inquiring.
X was awful scart, but he didn’t
speak, and I’s bound I’d make him.
So I follows on, and says I:

expectin’ to
make lomsﬂlin'kout on't, I ’spose,
but we wan’t so éasy took in, and
they went away as poor as they come.
One dsy, Minty showedin a young
Irishmap. He ecome bowin’ and
scrapin’ up to the table where I sot
sewin', threw down his old hat snd
put out his black puw, with a Aourish,
as if he was tickled to jdeath to see
me.

“By my sowl,"*says he, ‘‘if it isn't
the identikle old lady, herself, now!

and I went off and left her stendin’{X knmew ye as quick as I set my two

eyes on ye!”’

“‘Singular,”” says I, coal as could
'be—for I'd got nsed %o "em, you
know. . ‘‘Singular, but I never see
you afore,” says I.

“‘Oh, now,*" says he, coaxin’ like,
‘‘ye wouldn't forgitso aisy. Think,
now, how would it be, say, barrin’
the baird and the short cut of
hair for the hot weather,”” says he.
“Barrin’ as much as yer mind to,”’
says I, *‘I don’t know ye and I don’t
wanter, and now if you'll stop your
blarney and tell me what ye want,
I'll be obliged to ye.”

He looked all struck of a heap for a
minute, and then aays he: “Didn’t
yer advertise for the young man as
driv ye ter the depot on his coal cart
last Christmas?’’

1 did,”” says L

‘‘And isn’t it meself as is the very
feller?”’ says he slappin’ his knee,
and lookin’ up a8 bold as brass, agin.
“Now I think on’t, I dunno but
ye be,”” says I. *'Yes, I- guess you
be the Vd'y feller, and so I ‘spese
you've come to pay over thst five
dollars I lent you,’” says I, and I riz
up and hild out my hand to him, ¢
You orter seen that man ; he looked
all ways to onece, and everywhere,
but me; then he picked up his old
hat, md says he:

¢Its mistaken I am now entarely‘

It's not meself at all. I mane, it’s
not yourself at all.”’

£0 yes, it is"” says I, “‘it's myself,
but it mn't yourself.” So sayin’ 1

a hurry.

And this was only one “of quite a
number of experiences we went
through, aud all for nothin’.

after breakfust, and says she, ‘‘Aunt
Ruth, Jackfs goin* ter beaway awhile,
coal man’s party,”’ ssys she. ‘‘We
for twe days, and on Thursday we’ll
hold ' the recepshun in our basement.
We'll have lemonaid and donuts and
sandwidges enough for all the coal
menfis town. What do you think
on’t?"” says she.
I hild my breth’s much as a minit,
I was so struck with the idea.
“Minty, it’s jest the thing!"’ saya
‘“You are & genius.”’
So we set right about it.

L

It was
awful hot weather, and it stood to

¥e know ; and he hain’t got nobody
Imtmeto look out for him, be hain’t.”

me | S0 we went along together,

marm, I've had enough myself; I

how ’twouldn’t be no harm  tor
some to Jim—Jim Rasher—he’s sick,

Of course we was interested to
once; and we asked a good many
questions ; and Minty told the boy to
wait till the others was gone, and she
put up a basketof things for him to
take along to his sick friend.

While she was talkin’ I was a-
thinkin® and ,I says ter myself:
““You'd better go and see this sick
man ; mebby it’ll ease yer mind to do
something for some coal man; if you
can’t for the right one.”

So I run up stairs and put on .my
bunnit and clapped my purse into my
pocket, and was ready and waitin’
when he come out with his basket.
and—wall,
I might as well tell ye fust as last—
I found my coal man!

He was sick, sare enough; and he
lsy in & mis’able room on & mis’able
bed, and the flies was eatin’ on him
up, and there wan’t no air in the room

thank ye, kindly; but I thought ws|

RUNNING 4 '‘PUBHIER"’

W the yards at Leadville. . He was
ordered to go' down the road and
meet ‘the incoming passenger st
Eiler's. Just as he started out of the
yards the strap connected with the
lever broke sud he lost all eontrol of
the engine. The engine was.n new
one and in good condition, and he
says he never can explain just why
or how it happened. Running st
tremenduous speed and down grade
he ‘expected every moment o be
dashed to instant death.

“It was an awful moment,*
Flarharity, “‘when I found thst the
engine would not respond to the
touch of the lever and that she was
beyond my control. The cylinder
heads blew out, the smoke and steam
blinded me, and - seemed
to conspire to hurl us to instant de-
struction.”

‘“‘How heavy was the grade?”
*“One hundred and eighty-five feet
to the mile.

fit for a human bein’ to breathe, and
he was tossin’ and moanin,” burnt up
with fever.

Somethin’ told me I had found him
afore I see his face, and when I went
up to him gnd laid my cool hand on
his head he knew me, too. He looked
At me for a minnit in that stupid,
stunned kind of a way ¢’ hisn’n—I
remembered it perfeckly—but
knew me, and his great honest eyes
kinder smiled, though his mouth was
8o solemn, and he says: ‘‘Old lady i
it you?’

I couldn’t speak to once if I'd died,
but I opened the basket and got him

sent the boy for some cool water;
[then T bathed his head, and by 'n’ by
Iukedhim_lttbemwa‘ntm one to
take care on him. Nobody but Sam,
he ssid—the httle feller that come
with me—and he lived some ways off
and was as poor as himself. There
seemed ter be somethin’ mofe he

- | her on the side track. I saw the
opened the doer, and he went out in | wanted to say, but he couldn’t seeb | = o2

to get it out; so I went on talkin.” I
told him how I felt when I found I'd
forgot his address, and how I had
worried ever sence; and all how I'd

he |

out some grapes and. .giv’ him, and).

“‘Down this steep incline the en-
give dashed like s demented thing.
T tugged at the lever and brakes, but
it was as if I had been togging at the
solid parts of the engine itself.

“Then suddenly I remembered
that I was to meet the passenger train
at Eiler's. My fireman jumped off
cqrly in the race and I was lefs alone,
jthinking that I had left him dead on
the track. We were making more
than s mile 8 minute—the engine and’
I, for at that moment I lookid om it
as a demon which had taken possess-
ion of me and mine, determined to be
released for once from its  thraldom
andl to become master where: before

In the distance I could see the ap-
proaching passenger. I yelled and
screamed, for I knew that our only
hope was to flag that train and get

perator, Woodward, running for the
train as he saw me coming, euveloped
in a clond of smoke and steam and

Onpe morning Minty came to me|bunted for him, and about the trea wide the throttle,

lunch, and everything.

goin’ ter send you a.doctor, and will

cart in no time. Is the old white}
hoss alive and well ?*” says I.

Upon this he smiled as bright as a
button.

" ‘Yes marm,’” says he, ‘‘the old
mare’s all right, thank ye.” s
“Wall,>* says I pooty soon. “l
must leave ye now. You try and
think if there ain’t somebody we can
git ter come and stay with ye g spell.””
He picked at the bed-cloes and col
ored up; and finally I managed to

gine would throw hersel? from the

*‘And now,”” says I, ¢*I want ye t0 |01 on the curve and save the train
and you and me'll give a party; a)cheer right up and get well, for I'm from destruction.

‘“With one last effort I opened
hoping that; the en-

Then I jumped,

BAW THE ENGINE

head and hoping I was not kill
Flaharity escaped mmiculomly
with only a few slight bruites. ' The
sccident was one of the strangeston
record, and in it nota single person
was seriously hurt.

Flarharity says he can never de-

zen has yielded up his young life un-
der such varied circumstances.

connected him with the burglary at

: the Flandrau premises, and discover-

ed a portion of the stolen property in
possession of a variety actress in this
city, with whom the young lawbreaker
was very intimate. Lester, without
an apparent twinge of conscience,

Lay him down where the bobolink
blossoms on the sweet potato vine,
and plant him in the valley where the
pecan waves.

Born of bumble and obscure pa-
rents, he rapidly rose to the proud
eminence of America’s leading thief
and murderer. 'When death marked
him as his victim the last time, hewas
-Mtamuneanud,
Beecher or Roscoe Conkling. His
Benious took s different shoot, it is
true; but he won & reputation as a
plunderer which throws the proud
achievements of our modern bank
cashiers back into cold and clammy
oblivion. Death has once more
stilled the pulse of 8 man who, were
itnotforhi-litﬂamzmiuua
connoisseur, would have made an
elegant humorist or statesman.

Had he been less of an enthsigst,
and less radical sz a murderer, ba
might have shone in the best society.
Had he pleaded emotional insanity
the first time he got up a. surprise
foperal, instead of making an outiaw
of himself, he might now be alive,
loved and respected. But he was
ignorant of the law, and thought that
when & man murdered all the first-
class passengers on & train, he would
not be dealt harshly with and ostra-
eised. That is where he committed a
graveerror. He went on from bad
to worse, and lost all respect for him-
self.

Yellow fever and the James boys
have been a great scourge to this
eountry. Thenorhﬂtytmmﬂiue
been frighttul. |

Now that Jesse is dead ondé: more

we feel hopeful that the couniry can
be populated without serious delay.
Heretofore, it has been an uphill job,
and such men as Dr. Haywood have
felt at times as though they would sink

down with discoursgement. Butnow

again reclines on his bier. The cen-
sus should show a rapid advance in
the next five years, and boom in
a way that will make other nations
sick.

Col. Joseph Pulitzer have had some
correspondence about the alleged po-

permitted to copy:
“Don'tbendlhn. This paber
is to be precisely s indepen-
dent snd anti-Republican as it has
been for for more
m;mmmmm no

We are the asses
and blundeuof mm@:

only and not what is good init."”

endeavored to implicate innocent par-
ties; but unsuccessfully. Shortly
after his committal to the jail, he
coolly informed Jailer Mills he would
fire the building and escape, excitably
adding: ‘“‘As did a Western despera-

doin a certain story.” The youth
masde all preparations to execute his
threat, and had not a fellow-prisoner,

to whom he had confided his scheie;
exposed the plot, he would have suc-
ceeded in accomplishing the destrue-
tion of the jail. He is thought to be
half-witted by some, while others
believe he is 8 cunning scoundrel.

His father was recently sent to prison
from Troy for five years for a horrible
munnponalmlegirl and his
brother is serving a fifteen years' sen-
tence for a similor crime on an Alba-
ny child. Before his sentence Lester
said: “I hope you willbe as lenient
as possible, a8 I was led into this
crime by my brother, who is now in
be penitentiary. It is my first of-
feme, and I think the punishment
'inbuaeﬁttome in after years." My
mother is dying of comsumption, and
I think my crime is harrying her to
the grave."’

T"W“Wum

That made by Mr. De Cosmos in
the Legislature of British Columbia,
when a measure was ing, the
passage of which would bhave taken
m-meMMm
is believed to bave been the Yongest
speech on record. De Cosmos was
mn hopeless minority. ; This job had

| ion wantuken--before noon of the
given day, the sct of the confiscation
would fail. The day before the ex-
piration of the limitation, De Cosmos
got the floor about 10 a. m., and be-
gan 8 speech against the Dbill. Its
friends cared little, for they supposed
that by one or two o’clock he would
be through, and the bill could be put
on its passage.

One o'clock came and De Cosmos
was speaking still; he hadn’t more
than entered upon his subject. At
two o'clock he was saying, *‘In the
second place.”” At three o'clock, he

and unsciousness overcame me. When| Secretary of State McGrath and |produced a fearful bundle of evi-
will advertise in every way we can (have ye well and ridin’ on your coal |y ... vered I

dence, and insisted on readingit. He
was going to speak until the next

lying on her side within forty feet of | litical defection of the Post-Dispatch. |noon and kill the bill. For awhile
the passenger train, and people were |'The following extract from Mr. Pu-|they made merry over it, but as it
|crowding around me and Ihtlingty Titzer's letter on the subject we are|{came to dusk, they began io get

alarmed. They tried interruption,
but soon abandoned them, because
interruption afforded him a chance to
digress and gain time.

They tried to shout him down, but
that gave him a breathing space, and
party | finally they settled down to watch the

been held back. nlﬁl.sh,! -
close of the session. U Eﬁa‘ \{
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